Prevention of neonatal necrotizing enterocolitis.
There are a number of promising strategies to prevent necrotizing enterocolitis (NEC). These included induction of intestinal maturation with prenatal or postnatal steroids, passive immunization with oral immunoglobulin, modification of enteral feedings, administration of oral antibiotics to decrease bacterial overgrowth while avoiding the development of resistant strains, and acidification of oral fluids to prevent bacterial overgrowth. The initial results need to be confirmed, but it is likely that one or more of these prevention measures will lower the incidence of NEC in the future.